
By Joan Muwahed 
 
ABU DHABI – To be a TV news anchor one must primarily excel at being a journalist, CNN’s 
Connect the World presenter Becky Anderson said in a Feb. 27 interview. 
 
As a managing editor for CNN’s Gulf region, bureau chief of operations in Abu Dhabi and the 
anchor of her evening program, Connect the World, Anderson has many job responsibilities. 
  
“I am the steward of this show but the show is only as good as the team,” she said. 
 
About the Show 
 
Connect the World is a daily news and current affairs program that runs Sunday through 
Thursday, Anderson said.  
 
The show’s team tries to concentrate their efforts on stories from the Middle East and North 
Africa, she added. 
 
The broadcast company takes a more nuanced, deeper and broader approach to their stories, she 
said.  
 
A Day at CNN 
 
The team gathers every morning in a conference room for an editorial meeting, she said. It is 
crucial to meet since it sets the agenda for the evening program, she added.   
 
“A show is only as good as the input we get from our newsgatherers from around the world,” 
Anderson added.  
 
There are countless opportunities across different platforms to gather news, she said.  
 
Anderson said that after their daily morning meetings the team begins to develop content and 
videos to support stories they chose to cover. 
 
Anderson’s obligation requires her to continue with management work during the day, she said.  
 
Her primary efforts would include reading into stories that are covered in the evening show, she 
added.  
 
When Anderson prepares for an interview she has to identify and research guests she may speak 
to, she said. Anderson also has to choreograph the style she would conduct the interview in, she 
added.  
 
 “David Beckham was my favorite interviewee,” she said. 
 



Anderson said she cares for and respects the prime ministers and presidents she has spoken to, 
but she also has a great passion for football.  
 
The interview was special because the guest was difficult to get, she said.  
 
“David Beckham was a sexy young player,” Anderson added. 
 
Her Advice  
 
Students who look to pursue a career in journalism can be successful in genres outside hard 
news, Anderson said. However, they have to be able to give their full attention to their subject 
area and be able to focus on it, she said.  
 
Future journalists must be inquisitive and “very” well-read to be successful at their jobs, she 
said.  
 
“They have to believe that they can make a difference,” Anderson added.   
 


